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The Rhine, a European river
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Catchment

200.000 km?




3rd biggest
European river




Germany ~53%

Switzerland,
France,
Netherland




The Rhine from Source to Sea
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Changes durlng the centurles




1963/1999

ICPR
1950




Structure of the Co-operation

Plenary assembly (PLEN)

Co-ordinating committee (CC)

Heads of

Secretariat delegation

Strategy Group(SG)

Editorial Group
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ICPR - MILESTONES

»1950 Foundation

»1963 Treaty of Berne
»1972 First Rhine Ministers Conference
»1976 Rhine Chemical Convention
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1986: Fire at Sandoz, Basel
|

»10-30 tons of
highly toxic
pesticides flowed

| Into the river

» It caused the
death of all aguatic
life downstream
(eels on 400 km)



Rhine Action Program

> Improvement of the ecosystem
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Rhine Action Program
»Vanished fauna species should be




Pollution reduction (1985- 2000)

30-49 % 50-69% 70-100 % No discharges
Total nitrogen | HCH ammonium dioxins
Total atrazine
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Water Ouality Monitoring
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Development of the communities of the
Rhine and average oxygen content of the
Rhine at Emmerich

. insecrs . moluscs - leedhes
turbeliaria [Jiil fresh-water-porifera
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Salm Reintroduction




Salmons returning to the Rhine
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Salmon Reintroduction

End 2008
more than 5.000 adult salmons
returned to the Rhine basin for




River continuity
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Action Plan on Floods (1998)

Dec. 1993 and
Jan./Feb. 1995
_Cities flooded: -

sermany, The
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Action Plan on Floods (1998)




Action Plan on Floods

affected
by floods
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Action Plan on Floods

Potential
damage
~ €165 bhillion

Implementation
€12,3 b|II|on




Reflections

The Work of the ICPR has triggered
»European Water Framework Directive




Publications of the ICPR
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ICPR: www.iksr.org
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